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_thc following letter, dated The Hague, 7th March, he sought in over Lord Grcnvillc to his views:
appears from these despatches that we have nothing to expect from tanish Ministry, which is immoveably devoted lo Russia; nnd that «HI unless previously purchased by the Empress, would possibly rtnkc one campaign against her upon payment of .£1,500,000. [He H oilier expenses amounting to another .£1,500,000.] . . . In plain , tins phunlom of Oczakow has appeared to me for some time to in us towards nn abyss of now dcbls and endless difficulties at a am of general fermentation in tlitj world when it may be essential .pa to the very existence of our Government, and of many other :cd Slates that wo should maintain our own internal peace and the mupted cour.su of our prosperity.1
ickland's chief opponent, Kwarl, now had the car of the net. On 8tU March he frankly informed Auckland that his h had so far recovered ns to permit him to return to Berlin; ic believed his duty lo He in London where he frequently the chief Miniatcr.s. He added that the meeting; of the net, which was to decide as lo the means of coercing Russia, d take place very shortly; further, that Ministers "have lied my .statement of facts to be just; so that the whole »« reduced to n simple calculation. I can venture to assure r<ordahip in the must punitive manner that nothing is to be alien dec! from the present state of the Prussian Cabinet; I will answer for Its being much better than ever it was, clod we go on."" Clearly, then, Kwart had some difficulty in inclng ljilt and Ms collcagcs that Russia would give way if VIHes showed a determined fronl.
.t himself was now beset by doubts whether the Oczakofl" ct was worth the risk of a war. As will shortly appear, [U'inc had left the extent of her territorial demands celly vague, .so that the Whips were able to assert that ia wanted merely the barren strip of land around Oczalcoff. luwn itself wan held to be a valuable possession because it nandcd the entrance to the large estuary called the Liman, \ IH formed by thu Kiver.i Dnieper and Hug. Auckland, ver, brought to judgement an able witness, a Dutch admiral, sbcrgcn, who, after serving In the Ruttsitin navy several
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Knd.8). See, too, "Auckland Journals," ii, 392-3.
